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——garrit aniles 
Ex re fabellas. Horace. 


SATURDAY, November 27th. 


To the BRITON. 


HAV E lately met with a pamphlet entitled, 
*< A Letter to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor,’ 
“the worfhipful aldermen, and common- 
* council, the merchants, citizens, and inha- 
‘‘ bitants of the city of London, from an old 
‘« fervant ; and indeed, to put the moft.cha- 
ritable con{truction on the cantents of vit, this 
~~ fervant feems to be fo old, that, I think, it is 

high time he were releafed from his labour... 1 don’t intend to en- 
ter into a minute deicription of every palpable blunder that oc- 
curs in evéry page of this performance: but I beg leave to ani- 
madvert upon a few particulars; and when I have done, perhaps, 
the reader may fay | have been very illemployed in refuting the 
reveries of adifturbed imagination. | 
WiTH refpect to the peace now upon the carpet, the letter-wri- 
ter, after having branded the preliminaries as fhameful, pernici-- 
ols, and unneceflary, and prognofticated in plain terms, that a- 
peace founded on them, would blow us up in a trice; proceeds 
to fhew, what I believe, no man ever doubted, that before the 
war, 
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war, France carried on a greater trade in fugar and cod-fith than 
England, coniequently maintained a greater number of hands in 
theie branches of traffick, which made greater returns of bullion 
to their native country. In ftating the profits of our Newfound- 
land-trade, at 300,000 /. per anuum, I appprehend he 1s contide- 
rably under the mark; but, granting them to be no more than’ 
300,000 /. I look upon the deductions he has drawn to be pal- 
pably erroneous. 4 

““Asthe returns of France (fays he) are above four times that 
‘ fum, we make them a prefent of above twelve hundred thoufand 
‘ pounds annually, by allowing them to fifth on the banks of New- 
“© foundland, and our own fifhery will be annihilated.” If: the 
French employ a greater number of hands in this fifhery, it is be- 
caufe they have a much greater number of hands to employ: if 
they make greater returns, thefe returns-are diffufed among a 
greater number of people, If we have a great number of idle 
hands, which might be profitably employed in the fifhery ; why 
are they not fo employed? Are the fhoals of fifh diminifhed ? 
that is not pretended—~what then is the rub? They now fifh with . 
manifeft advantage over thofe dangerous rivals; they have the 
whole coaft of Acadia, or Nova-Scotia to themfelves; they have - 
Cape Breton and the neighbouring iflands, the whole gulph and 
river of St. Lawrence, to which, before this period, they had no 
accefs, Thefe are acquilitions added to the banks of Newfound- 
land, added at the expence of the French who formerly pofleffed 
them; who are now excluded from all thefe fhores; who have 
even, on the banks of Newfoundland, no harbour, fhelter, or. 
{ecurity, but two little iflands at one particular part of the coaft ; 
and thefe under the in{pection of an Englifh commiffary. Inftead 
of giving them back the whole American fifhery, we have de- 
= them of a great part of it; and with refpec to the reft,. 

ve laid them under fevere reftrictions; it will therefore be the 
fault of the Britith fubjects, if they do not greatly improve this. 
valuable branch of traffick: it will be a difgrace to our fifhers, if 
they do not cut out the French by dint of induftry, pofleffed as 
they are of fuch fuperior advantages. 

To prove that we run any rifk of feeing owr Newfoundland 
fifhery annihilated by the French, our author ought to have 
thewn, that in proportion as the French fifhery increaifed, the En- 


glith fithery declined; but this, we know, is not to be done ;. for 


our fithery has been increafing for a century paft, even while our 
rivals were in poffeffion of thofe advantages, of which they are now 
deprived ; and inftead of employing three hundred fhips on that 
trade, we might have employed three thoufand, provided we 
could have {pared hands for that purpofe ; fo that our author’s de~ 
ductions are evidently erroneous. — 

Wuat follows is, perhaps, the moft extraordinary part of this 
performance, The author exclaims with extraordinary vehe- 
mence and indignation againft H—n interefts, and G—n connec- 


tions; 
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tions; and almoft-in the fame breath launches out in the moft 
extravagant encomiums on that m—r who drew thofe connexions 
fo clofe; who tied this nation to Gy at fuch an expence, as now 
renders a peace abfolutely neceflary to effet a feparation. The 
contents of thefe few pages, in which the reprobation of H—r- 
connections, and the praifes of Mr. P— are jumbled together, I 
cannot help looking upon with. an eye of pitv, as the moft me- 
Jancholy inftance. of infatuation, which the prejudice of this day 
hath brought forth... 

Ir, as the letters writer affirms, the late m—r condemned thofe 
_ Gen connections in private, while in public he cherifhed them 
as the apple of his:eye, why have his profeffed friends, admirers, 
and emiflaries, in a continued feries of public papers and pam- 
phlets, abufed and reviled his faeceffor at the helm, on the fep- 
pofition that he was inclined to withdraw the neck of his country 
from thofe ruinous connections? Have.they not branded him asa 
man devoid of good faith; as an enemy to the true intereft and 
honour of the nation, who could even think of abandoning fuch 
precious allies? Have not thefe invectives, mingled with me- 
naces and {currility, been repeated and re-echoed by all the weekly 
vehicles of flander and fedition* Are not the patrons and inftiga- 
tors of all thofe revilers,. perfectly well known? The circum- 
{tance ts extraordinary enough. Mr P— and his emiffaries have 
denounced vengeance, and levelled all the thafts of obloquy againtt 
the prefent m—y, for having difcovered the leaft coldneis to our 
G— connections ; and this letter-writer, who talks in raptures of 
the faid Mr. P—, who extols him as the greateft flatefman, the 
moft uncorrupt patriot, the moft perfect m—r that ever exifted , 
who recommends him with all the enthutiafm of love to the 
efteem, the confidence of his fellow-citizens ; yet, nevertheleis, 
configns his favourite meafure to political damnation, as a fyftem 
pernicious to this country; and invokes axes, halters, confifcation, 
and ex-po/f-faco-laws on the head of that miniftry who-fhall pur- 
fue the footfteps of his unerring pattern.—Good heaven ! Is it poi- 
fible that this way of arguing fhould excite any paflion but that of 
pity for the author ? 

Aras! the inconfiftency does not end here—If the giving up 
Suadaloupe, and allowing the French to fifh on the banks of New- 
foundland, muft be neceffarily attended with the ruin and flavery 
of this poor country, as our author exprefsly affirms; how came his 
all-perfect minifter to acquiefce in thofe very terms; in the negoti- 
ation of laft year? Was that infallible minifter fo blind as not to 
forefee, that thete conceffions would be attended with the ruin of 
his country? Was he fo wickedas to fubfcribe, with his eves open, 
to the ruin of his country? Was his fituation fo embarrafled, that 
he was fain to fhut his eyes on the confequences? Or are thofe 
ceffions pernicious under the m—y of B—e, which would have 
been falutary in a P—'s adminiftration ? Let every honeft man, 


laying his hand upon his heart, afk him({elf thefe queftions, a 
then 
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then determine what regard is to be paid to the exhortations and 
maxims of this letter-writer. ; 

Amonc thefe, 1 fhall take notice of a few other particulars, 
equally aftonifhing as thofe I have already mentioned. He af- 
firms that Great Britain has been joftled by the French, out of 
two of the moft valuable branches of her commerce, the fugars 
and her fithery ; that we fee her naval power daily declining, and 
that of France augmenting, &c. To thew that we have been joft- 
led out of the fugar-trade and the fifhery, he ought to have pro- 
ved that our colonies produce lefs fugar than they formerly did; 
and that we fend fewer fifth to market than we have formerly 
done: but in both thefe inftances, the facts, we all know, would 
turn out diametrically oppotite to his pofition. As to the decline of 
our naval power , the affertion is fo truly ridiculous, that I might 
be juftly taxed with folly for attempting to refuteit. I will chal- 
lenge him, and all the world, to inftance one period of time, at 
which the naval power of Great Britain, or indeed of any other 
ftate, had ever rifen to fuch a pitch as it 1s at prefent. 

Ne:THER willit avail him to fay, he meant the ftate of our na- 
val power before the war—The {tate of our navy and commerce, 
even at that juncture, was fuch as enabled us, at a minute’s warn- 
ing, to equiptquadrons fufficient to {weep the feas of the enemy ; 
and that enemy, whofe naval power and commerce are fo dread- 


jul to the letter-writer, as having daily augmented while our’s 


daily declined, has been obliged to abandon the feas in all the four 
quarters of the globe, and lay up his {hips for want of hands to 
navigate and work them. 

With the fame precifion this author afferts, that the French 
appear to be pofiefled of fourteen times more of the African-trade, 
than we are; and confequently import from it fourteen times 
more bullion, and grow fourteen times more in naval ftrength 
than we do. At this rate, France fhould export from the coaft 
of Africa, fourteen times the number of flaves, that are exported 
by the fubjects of Great Britain. Now we know, from the exa- 
mination of African-traders, taken atthe bar of the houfe of com- 
mons during the laft peace, when it was under confideration to 
diflolve the old African company, that the fubjects of Great Bri- 
tain had, in the courle of one year, exported forty thoufand black 
flaves from the coaft of Guinea; fo that, according to the pam- 
phicteer’s calculation, the French muft have exported fourteen 
times that number, which amounts to five hundred and fixty 
thoufand; an aflertion fo extravagant, that it needs no refutation : 
otherwife I] might add, that during the fame enquiry, it appear- 
ed, that inttead of fourteen times the number, the French had 
never exported three times the number of flaves purchafed b 
the Britith-traders on the coaft of Africa. Is it poffible that Mr. 
Ti—- could be ignorant of thefe particulars? and if he was not, to 
what principle mutt we afcribe fuch a wide alteration from the 
truth ? 

THE 
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Tue fame fallacy is obfervable in his manner of ftating the bal- 
lance of naval power between us and the French nation, in the ar- 
ticle of Britith fugars. He fixes the number of hogtheads for fo- 
reign markets at 5211, and argues upon that number in fuch a 
manner, that perfons unacquainted with the fubject would ima- 
gine our colonies raife no more than that number; or at leaft, that 
what they produce over and above that number, was of no advan- 
tage to the nation: but, the truth is, our iflands of Jamaica, 
Barbadoes, St. Cariftopher’s, Antigua, Nevis, and Montferrat, 
produce a greater quantity of fugar, than all the French iflands 
together, excepting their fettlements on Hifpaniola; befides great 
quantities of coffee, cacoa, pimento, cotton, and other valuable 
commodities, over and above molafles and rum, which laft is not 
manufactured in the French iflands; that they employ near a thou- 
fand fail of fhips, and a great many thoufands of feamen; give 
bread to an infinite number of tradefmen and labourers of all 
kinds, and confume an immenfe quantity of Britifh manufactures. 
Now, all thefe circumftances, the candid letter-writer has in- 
duftrioufly funk on the fide of Great Britain; while the benefits 
of internal traffic and circulation are oftentatioufly difplayed in 
favour of France, and the advantage of home-confumption is 
confirmed by the old obfervation, that a penny faved, is a penny 

of. 
: He has likewife carefully avoided informing thofe for whom he 
writes, that the French, notwithftanding the vaft number of 
{laves purchafed by them on the coaft of Guinea, amounting, ac- 
cording to his reafoning, to above five hundred thoufand head per 
annum, are obliged to deal at their iflands with Britifh-traders, tor 
a confiderable number, in order to ftock their plantations. If then 
the Englith, by their moderate exportation of thirty or forty thou- 
fand flaves from the coaft of Africa, can fupply their own iflands, 
which employ a thoufand fail of fhips, and yet {pare a confiderable 
overplus to Portugal, Spain, and France; and the French, who 
export five hundred thoufand, find that number infuflicient for 
their fugar- plantations, the number of their thips employed in this 
fingle branch of traflic muft exceed fourteen thoufand ; which is 
near double the number belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, and 
all her fettlements and plantations in different parts of Europe, Afia, 
Africa, and America. Tothis number, if we add the thirteen 
hundred and fifty fail employed by them on the North-American 
fifhery, and thofe by which all the other branches of the French 
commerce are carried on, to the Eaft-Indies, Turky, Italy, Bar- 
bary, Spain, Portugal, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Ruflia, and in 
the coafting-trade, the whole cannot fall fhort of twenty thou- 
fand fail of thips; and allowing twelve men to each at an average, 
the number of failors will amount to two hundred and forty thou- 
fand, exclufive of thofe employed in the King’s navy.—This, in- 
deed, is a dreadful reckoning, concerning which, I fhall not make 


one reflection, but leave it to the reader’s own confideration, whe 
| the 
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then will-{ettle with himfelf the credit and attention which is due to 
this ftuapendous performance. 

In the fame ftrain does this wife politician argue about the ceffion 
of Goree, and the retention of Senegal. ‘‘ Senegal, therefore, With- 
** out Goree (fays he) will be an ufelefs expence to this nation.” 
Is it.poflible, that a man bred a merchant in the city of London, 
fhould be fo ignorant of commerce, as not to know that the whole 
trade of Gum Senega is confined ‘to the river Senegal and that 
neighbourhood ; that we expended, for this gum, a yearly fum not 
lefs than one hundred thoufand pounds, before we made ourfelves 
matters of this fettlement; that during the war, this money, thro’ 
‘the medium of the Dutch, was paid to our enemies; that by re- 
taining Senegal’ we not only fave this annual fum, but in our 
turn lay France under contribution; and that Goree "is of no ether 
fervice but as a harbour and factory for other branches of the Afri- 
can-trade, which do not interfere with the gum-trade of Senegal. 
But the pofieflion of Senegal, moreover, opens us an avenue to 
the ‘inland parts of Africa, to regions hitherto unexplored by 
‘Eusopean merchants, abounding with gold, ivory, and drugs, and, 
in all probability, with many other rich fources of commerce, 
which induftry and adventure will difcover. 

In the mean time, I do not pretend to exhibit an exact account 
of the trade of Senegal; that is a tafk which very few are quali- 
‘fied to execute with precifion ; all | contend for is, that the pofie(- 
fion of ‘this fettlement is a point of national importance, which 
was amply explained to the fatisfaction of the late m—r, other- 
wife that great genius, to which the letter-writer looks up with 
awe and.admiration, would not (it is to be hoped) have employed 
fo much of the national money in its reduction ; that the advanta- 
ges refulting from the poffeflion of it are not only confiderable, 
but fuch as we cannot enjoy without retaining it in our own 
hands ; that the benefits of Senegal are independent of Goree ; 
and therefore the letter-writer’s aflertion, that Senega/, without Go- 
pe will be an ufelefs expence to the nation, is equally untrue and 
abfurd, 

Peruaps I may take another opportunity of confidering the {e- 
quel of this curious letter, and of fhewing with what confittency 
the author flounders on to the end of the chapter.—-Mean while, 


] am yours, 
CRIT O. 


Hackney, Nov. 20, 1762. 


( To be continued. ) 
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